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Reflection 
Globalization is a phenomenon where values, markets, and sections of the world become interlinked and unified into one global entity via interaction, transport, commerce, among other aspects. Globalization has positive and negative effects, based on one’s view in respect to Saudi Arabia. The positive aspects are related to education, technology, culture, and thinking, whereas the negative aspects lean towards a cultural clash. 
For a long time, Saudi Arabia has been a country held hostage by the Islamic culture and traditions. For a lengthy spell, the country was closed to the external world. It resisted the urge for change in its functioning, particularly about any global notion that would change its ultra-traditional approach to life. However, that is no longer the case. For instance, growing up as a young boy in Saudi Arabia, we knew the regular Islamic clothing, food, and culture. However, globalization has exposed me to different western cultures. For instance, we never had fast food in Saudi Arabia. Also, we never used to wear jeans and t-shirts, but that is no longer the case. Presently, we frequent visit fast food joints. Furthermore, globalization has exposed me to different genres of songs like hip hop and reggae and has made me appreciate different cultures.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Besides, the discovery of oil in Saudi Arabia opened up the country to foreign corporations in finance, trade, insurance, and education. International agencies like World Trade Organization (WTO) together with United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) have also set up their branches in the country to ensure that Saudi Arabia is in sync with other countries worldwide. Furthermore, primarily, Saudi Arabia had a poor education system. After the oil discovery, the country's wealthy families started sending their families to study in America and the United Kingdom to seek essential, notably higher education because the country lacked quality and competitive education. In the end, American businesspeople came to Saudi Arabia at a time when the country’s leadership did not like it much. Also, universities in Saudi Arabia were listed among the worst universities globally and the King decided to improve on that. The monarch overhauled the country’s education system, starting with the basic education program and advanced up to the universities. With the aid of well-developed countries, Saudi Arabia spent more than $30 billion to revamp its education system.
Regarding technology, the country has made significant strides and is now competing with other European territories to manufacture technology products. The country no longer relies on technological imports. Also, the advancements in transport led to the development of the country's communication system as well. For instance, Saudi Arabia now manufactures its computers and associated peripherals and even exports them at a reasonable price. Moreover, the country has opened up its technological space to allow communication and continuous internet usage allowing the kingdom to catch up with the rest of the world.
All these developments led to surge in tourism activities in the country, resulting in a mixture of traditions and cultures. This is considered one of the negative consequences of globalization in Saudi Arabia. Westernization has increased and Saudi women are now emboldened. This is not good news to Saudi men because the kingdom is purely patriarchal, and women's empowerment is threatening this societal order. In addition, globalization has led to a mixture of religions, with many intermarriages being witnessed between Saudis and foreigners.
Consequently, many Islamic leaders continue to lament the moral decay and reduce Islamic identity as a result of these intermarriages. However, I support globalization because it can make the world a better place to live in and can help address some of the intrinsic challenges of joblessness and poverty. For instance, many people migrate to Saudi Arabia in search of readily available jobs. 
In conclusion, globalization involves the movement of people, technologies, trade, among others, from one country to another, and the Covid-19 pandemic has disrupted this movement hence curtailing globalization to some extent. The pandemic has limited travel, tourism activities, financial flow, trade, and investment. However, this is not the first time that globalization is facing serious challenges. For instance, global disruptions were witnessed during the SARS outbreak and World War II, which resulted in different political and cultural linkages. Globalization survived during these trying times and will endure the Covid-19 epidemic.
